
North Shore Unitarian Universalists 
Weekly Update – September 1, 2010 

NSUUS Website:     http://www.NorthShoreUU.org 

If you have Information for the Update, 
it is needed by Wednesday noon each week. 

Send to:  Office@NorthshoreUU.org 
 

Sunday Service – September 5, 2010 11:00 AM CDT 

Service:    Labor Day Service:  "In Praise of Work" 
Consulting Minster The Reverend Melanie Morel-Ensminger 
 

On Sunday September 5th before Labor Day, we will explore with Rev. Melanie the nature of work -- 
and does it always have to feel like "work"?   Or is there a way to transform even drudgery into 
something meaningful and fulfilling? 
 
Worship Associate:     Terry Van Brunt 
Special Music:              Melissa Rousseaux 
Sound Room:               Jim Long and/or Guy Ross 
Greeters:                     Gail Grob and Gay Digiovanni 

 
Charity Sunday 

Sierra Club – Honey Island Branch 
 

Meditation Circle Meeting-Sunday 9:30 to 10:30 AM 
Adult - Chanting & Sacred Songs As a Spiritual Path 

Sunday, September 5, 2010 
 

Next Sunday September 12 2010 – 11:00 AM 
In-Gathering Service 

Patricia Stout 
 

 

And in the Future:    September 19 2010 
 

NSUUS is proud to welcome Reverend Jane Mauldin back to our pulpit!   Rev Jane was 
NSUUS’s minister from our early beginnings in 1988 until 1997.   She will be our guest 
speaker at the Annual Budget Drive (ABD) kick-off service on Sunday September 19th . 
Reverend Jane will introduce this year’s ABD theme- “Bridge to Love”.  

 
 

Message from your Ministers 
 

Dear North Shore,  
 
You will enjoy this excellent article on "mission drift" in congregations.  As we all face 
important challenges, it is VITAL that we remember that our mission as church leaders is 
NOT "how do we survive this present crisis" but instead   "How do we equip ourselves to 
change the greater New Orleans area for the better." 
 
No matter the different ways our official Mission Statements are worded, THAT is our 
real mission and we should never forget it. 
 
In faith and hope, 
Rev. Melanie 

Read “AVOIDING MISSION DRIFT” 
By Peter L. Steinke 

http://www.alban.org/conversation.aspx?id=9167  
 

FINANCE COMMITTEE  -  2011 BUDGET REQUESTS  
 

SEPTEMBER 6th   DEADLINE 
Our congregation is currently actively engaged in the budgeting process. 

Your information is important!! 
 
The Finance committee, headed by Dick Harris and Chris Conant, has requested that all 
NSUUS committee chairs and NSUUS members with specific budget items for 2011 
please submit their budget requests to the Finance committee no later than Sept. 6th  
 
Send your budget information to one of the following: 

• E-Mail to Office@NorthShoreUU.org,  
• mail (USPS) to NSUUS,  PO Box 2006, Lacombe, LA 70445, or  
• give to Chris or Dick in person. 

     
If you need help, or have questions, call Chris  

at 985-882-0096 or 925-980-5080 
or send an email to: Office@NorthshoreUU.org  

 
All budget requests will be considered by our NSUUS Board for inclusion in our 2011 
Budget. The 2011 budget will then be submitted to a vote of the entire NSUU voting 
membership at our annual congregational meeting on Nov 28th. 
 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
A special “thank you” to those who have already responded. 

 
 

NSUUS RELIGIOUS EDUCATION INFORMATION 
Pool Party rescheduled:  For this Sunday, 9/5 – same time and place.  Please RSVP for the 
new date as soon as you can.   

Thought about or committed to teaching at NSUUS?  Curious about RE?  Want to know 
more?  Please join us Sunday, September 12th after the service for fabulous food, fellowship, 
games and interchange.  This edutainment event will be held from 12:20 to 2:30 p.m.  RSVP to 
DRE. 

Committed and Prospective Teachers – Q&A:  

Q:   With the new longer blocks, how many weeks will I be teaching during the block?   

A:  With an eight-week block and four teachers assigned to each class – there are sixteen (8X2) 



teaching slots for 4 people, so about 4 or 5 Sundays per block.  (Send your questions to the DRE 
about teaching at any time!) 

**  Needed:  food for Parent-Teacher-Anyone Edutainment event after church September 12th 

(9 days!)  Please email the DRE if you can provide a dish. 

Any signers out there??    RE has a special need for someone in the congregation who can 
sign – please contact the DRE. 

SWUUSI Report (from Shad Stout):  (For those of you who have not heard of SWUUSI, it is 
an intergenerational UU camp experience each August in OK – i.e. the whole family can go 
together!):  I went to SWUUSI for the first time this summer not really knowing what to expect. 
I was a little nervous about not knowing anyone there because everyone else seemed to know 
each other, but after the first night I felt at home. The Y.A. (young adult) program was very 
inclusive, and everyone worked together to do all of the activities and worships.  

SWUUSI was held at a resort center on a point surrounded by a beautiful lake lined in tree-
covered cliffs. On the fourth day we went out on pontoon boats and rode around the lake and 
went swimming and cliff diving.  

Something that I noticed is that people don't go just once. Most of them went over and over, 
and some have gone 40 years without missing a single one. I know that this year's SWUUSI 
won't be my last.  

========================================= 

Teacher Recruiting: 

In addition to those who we listed as volunteers last week, we are pleased to add:  Johnny S. 
and Chris C. 

Thank you to all of these special people.  This is 17 total for about 40 slots with some willing to 
do two blocks.   Please look for the block calendar sign up and other information in the back of 
the sanctuary for the next few Sundays or email the DRE with questions or your available 
time(s). 

A note to these people and others who will follow their lead: RE is striving to fill each block with 
4 or 5 names per class, with two teachers on each week.  To provide continuity for students and 
teachers, the blocks are a bit longer, which may seem scary at first – but our experience is it 
works out each and every week. 

September 5th –  
 RE Tile Art project continued in RE class 
 RE registration – see table in sanctuary. 
 RE Pool Party – Rescheduled!  Contact the DRE for more information. 

 

September 12th – Ingathering service & short RE class, registration continues 

 *** Parent-Teacher-Anyone Edutainment Event ***- 12:30 to 2:30 – all welcome – 
fabulous food, games, fellowship, interchange.  Please save this date.  RSVP to the DRE. 

September 19th – Resume RE lessons in 2 classes (Middle youth & Primary Group)  

Director Religious Exploration 
Lisa Rustemeyer 
985-893-5298 
lisajohn56@charter.net 
NSUUS.DRE@gmail.com 

 

NSUUS EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES 
 

Intergenerational Pool Party – September 5th 
Intergenerational Pool Party  

September 5th at the home of Gail Grob. 
12:30 – 3:30 p.m. 

Please sign up to bring a dessert, salad or snack. 
 

RSVP to the DRE:  nsuus.dre@gmail.com or 985-893-5298.   
 

Lisa Rustemeyer 
985-893-5298 

lisajohn56@charter.net 
nsuus.dre@gmail.com 

 
 

 

RE Edutainment Event – September 12th  12:30 PM to 2:30 PM  
 

*** Parent-Teacher-Anyone Edutainment Event *** 
September 12:30 to 2:30 

All are welcome – fabulous food, games, fellowship, interchange.   
 

RSVP to the DRE 
Lisa Rustemeyer 
985-893-5298 

lisajohn56@charter.net 
nsuus.dre@gmail.com 

 
 

Book Club Potluck and Discussion – September 19th  
 

Book Club Schedule:   
 

Sept. 19th at 6:30.  "The Space Between Us" by  Thrity Umrigar 

In The Space Between Us, Sera Dubash is an upper-middle-class Parsi housewife in 
Bombay trying to find a way to form a relationship with her long-time servant, Bhima. 
Although they share some common bonds, Sera's dead husband was abusive and 
Bhima's abandoned her, they are separated by class.  Bhima cannot sit on the furniture 
she cleans or drink from the glasses that Sera uses.  She's an illiterate woman from the 
worst of the slums who has been used and betrayed her whole life.  Her hope is for her 
granddaughter, Maya, whose college costs are paid by Sera.  Maya's unexpected 
pregnancy by a man she won't identify threatens to dash all their dreams.  Thrity 
Umrigar brings to life two women from different backgrounds but brought together by 
shared experiences and hope.  The Space Between Us has received positive reviews with 
the Washington Post saying, "The life of the privileged is harshly measured against the 
life of the powerless, but empathy and compassion are evoked by both strong women, 



each of whom is forced to make a separate choice.  Umrigar is a skilled storyteller, and 
her memorable characters will live on for a long time." 

 
Nov. 7th at 6:30 “The Sanctuary of Outcasts" by Neal White 

 
 

Circle Supper – September 25th  
We will try the fourth Saturday for September and October. 

 
Saturday September 25th 
Circle Supper Kick Off BBQ 

Sandra and Mike Slifer have agreed to Host. 
 
We will do like in the past and provide the BBQ with everyone else to bring side dishes 
and desserts and whatever they want to drink.  We will have draft beer on tap and iced 
tea.  LET ME KNOW if you can be there so we know how much BBQ to provide.  Probably 
do Brisket at least and maybe something else.  There will be a nominal charge of $5.00 
per person.  
 
Here are the directions to the Slifers house at 116 Tulip Drive in Flower Estates: Merge 
off I-12 onto LA -21 (via exit 59) toward Covington.  Turn Right onto Zinnia Drive which 
is the entrance to Flower Estates North and is about a mile North of I-12.  If you get to 
the stoplight at Hwy. 1085, you've passed the main entrance to the subdivision.  You 
remain on Zinnia Drive until you come to a T--it's almost a mile.  Turn Right onto Tulip 
Drive.  If you get lost give them a call at 985-875-9388. 
  
Activities will begin around 6:30 PM.  Looking forward to seeing everyone after a busy 
summer.   
 
------------------------    
Also important I am looking for Hosts for October. 
Many thanks for your cooperation.  Judy Smith  985-892-6126 
 

 

Chalice Circle Testimonial 
 

What Chalice Circles Mean to Me: 
 Our chalice circle has been an eye-opening experience for me.  The discussions 
have challenged me to examine and evaluate the thoughts and beliefs that I’ve pretty 
much taken for granted.  They’ve caused me to think about long-ago happenings, 
relationships, decisions, and feelings, as well as the events, relationships, decisions, 
and feelings I’m dealing with today.  I think about some topics after the meetings and 
wish I had said this or that-that occurs to me later.  But not all of our meetings are 
serious; we also have lighter, almost frivolous times, when we laugh a lot and the 
conversation is stimulating but not solemn. 
 The Circle has been a refreshing, soothing retreat from my day to day routine; a 
time when I can withdraw into myself.  It has encouraged me to get in touch with my 
inner self in a way I can’t or don’t ordinarily do (except in church). 
 But the best reward has been the friendships I’ve made.  It feels like a family 
when we are together.  Some of us women now get together from time to time for 
lunch or a movie or other social activities and this has truly enriched my life. 
 Mary Kerr 

 

UUA, UUSC, SWDUUA, GNOUU, CCUU, & FUUNO  
And Other Local Events and News 

 

Adult Religious Education - Buddhism 
 
If you have an interest in learning more about Buddhism, consider attending Rev. Jim's classes on 
Buddhism to be held at Community Church. You can attend either a 2pm or 7pm discussion (or 
switch from one to another--whatever is convenient) beginning on September 7th. If you can, please 
acquire a copy of Karen Armstrong's book "Buddha." We will look at one chapter during each of our 
every-other-Tuesday sessions. For the meeting on the 7th, please read the book's introduction and 
Chapter 1, Renunciation. Each meeting will include a time for discussing this book, a few moments 
from the Public Television show "Buddha," and a brief time for meditation. 

 
 

Tuesday programs in the afternoon (2pm) or evening (7pm). 
will be held at the Community Church Annex. 

The dates will be Sep.  7 and 21, Oct.  5 and 19, and Nov.  2 and 16. 
The books will be available from Rev. Jim or they can be purchased 

 
 

Donations Needed Weekly for the Covington Food Bank 
North Shore Unitarian Universalists are continuing to collect donations for the Covington Food Bank. 
Donated food items are collected every Sunday and delivered each week to the Food Bank.  Food 
may be dropped off in the church lobby collection cabinet anytime the church is open.   The Food 
Bank is currently in need of canned fruits, vegetables and meats; cereal; canned fruit juice; boxed 
dinners; beans and rice; baby food.   North Shore Unitarian Universalist is located at 28662 Krentel 
Road, Lacombe, LA.   Please call 985-882-0096 for more information. 

Sponsored by the Covington Chalice Circle. 

 
NSUUS: Calendar of Events & Chalice Circle Schedules 

 
 

 
 

 
North Shore Unitarian Universalist Society of Louisiana, Inc. 

Located:   28662 Krentel Road,  Lacombe, LA   70445 
Mailing Address:  PO Box 2006, Lacombe, LA  70445-2006 

Telephone:  NSUUS Office  985-882-0096 
Website:  http://www.northshoreuu.org/  

 
Terry Van Brunt, President 

Melissa Rousseaux, Choir Director         Melissa Rousseaux, Worship Committee 
Lisa Rustemeyer, Director Youth Religious Education 

 
Rev Jim VanderWeele 

504-913-5672 
 

Rev Melanie Morel-Ensminger 



504-208-9232 
 

This message is from North Shore Unitarian Universalist Society of Louisiana, Inc. 

 
You may forward this information to your friends and family.  

 
 If this message was forwarded to you and you would like to receive it each week, or if 

you wish to change your e-mail address, or remove yourself from this mailing, 
 Contact  

Office@NorthshoreUU.org  
 

We do not sell, rent, or give away subscriber information. 
 

Do you have Information for the Update? 
 It is needed by noon on Wednesday each week. 

Send to:  Office@NorthshoreUU.org 
 

NSUUS Website:     http://www.NorthShoreUU.org 
To view the calendar or the weekly update on the  

NSUUS website 
Go to http://www.northshoreuu.org/   

Look on the right side of the screen toward the top and click one of the following: 
NSUUS Calendar 

NSUUS Weekly Update  


